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BOROUGH OF MOUNT ARLINGTON 
REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES 

 JANUARY 6, 2007 
 
1.  Call to Order 
      Linda DeSantis, Borough Clerk, welcomed all in attendance and called the Meeting to order. 
 
2.  Roll Call 

Councilwoman Mulligan (not present – ill), Councilman Doran, Council President Driscoll, 
Councilman Stone. 

 
3.  Adequate notice of this meeting of the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough 
      of Mount Arlington was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as  

follows:  Notice was published in the Roxbury Register and the Daily Record on  
December 7, 2006; notice was posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the 
Municipal Building on November 28, 2006 and has been available to the public; notice of 
this meeting is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk 

 
4.  Flag Salute 
     Attorney Joseph Bell led the flag salute. 
 
5.  Certification of Election 

Linda DeSantis read the Statement of Determination into the record, as signed and sealed by 
Morris County Clerk Joan Bramhall on November 16, 2006. 

 
6.  Swearing in of Mayor 

Randolph Councilman Gary Algeier commended Mayor Ondish on his accomplishments and 
reelection.  Councilman Algeier administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Arthur Ondish and 
the Mayor took his place on the dais.   

      
7.  Swearing in of New Council Members 

The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office to Councilwoman Maureen Cerasoli 
and Councilman Robert Sorge, individually, and they took their places on the dais. 

      
8.  Roll Call of the 2007 Council Members  

Councilwoman Mulligan (not present – ill), Councilman Doran, Councilman Sorge, 
Councilwoman Cerasoli, Councilman Driscoll, Councilman Stone, Mayor Ondish. 

 
9.  Invocation  

Reverend Kim Capwell delivered the Invocation. 
 
10. Guests in Audience 

The Mayor recognized some of the guests in attendance:  Congressman Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, Assemblyman Richard Merkt, Morris County Freeholder Director Margaret 
Nordstrom, Freeholder Douglas Cabana, Freeholder Gene Feyl, Freeholder Chegwidden, 
Randolph Councilman Gary Algeier, James Sloan, Land Use Board Attorney Michael 
Selvaggi, Judge Arnold Miniman. 
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11.  Nomination of Council President for 2007 

Councilwoman Cerasoli stated that the Council President’s job is an honor amongst ourselves 
and usually this position is given to a person we can rely on, is trustworthy and represents us 
as a Council.  Councilwoman Cerasoli stated that the Council has chosen John Driscoll, who 
has gone beyond the call of duty, a negotiator, a mediator and a good friend to everybody. 
 
 Councilwoman Cerasoli:  I nominate John Driscoll serve as Council 

President for 2007. 
Second:  Councilman Sorge 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 
Motion Approved. 

 
12.  Appointment of Borough Administrator 

 Mayor Ondish: I recommend JoAnne Sendler be appointed Borough 
Administrator to serve a four-year term. 

 
Motion to Approve:  Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Second: Councilman Stone   
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 
The Borough Attorney administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Sendler and she took her place 
on the dais. 
 
Councilwoman Cerasoli expressed her gratitude to everyone for their overwhelming support 
and vote of confidence in the last election; also, thanks for all the kind letters/e-mail she has 
received regarding the opening of the library, which is near and dear to her heart.   
 
Councilman Sorge expressed his gratitude to the voters of Mount Arlington for affording him 
the Council member position again.  Councilman Sorge stated that he is very proud of the 
team sitting on the dais and commended their teamwork. 

           
13. Mayor’s Address 
      (The Mayor’s address is attached.) 
 
14. Appointments: 

Borough Officials 
The Mayor recommended appointment of the following Borough Officials: 
     

Pension Certifying Official  Allan Dickinson for a 1-year term 
DPW Supervisor   Paul Nelson for a 1-year term 

 
Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran 
Second: Councilman Stone   
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 
The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
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Professional Services 
The Mayor recommended the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

Borough Attorney  Joseph J. Bell of  
Bell & Gage 

 
Borough Engineer Daren Phil 

Suburban Consulting 
Engineers 

 
Borough Prosecutor  Douglas Cabana 
 
Borough Auditor  Nisivoccia & Company 
 
Borough Planner  Kimball & Kimball 
 
Public Defender  James Sloan 
 
Bond Counsel Frohling, Hudak & 

Pellegrino, LLC 
 
Internal Auditor Allan Dickinson, RMA 
 
Tax Appeal Appraiser Scott Holzhauer, CTA, 

SCGREA 
 
Stormwater Management Suburban Consulting 
Consultant Engineers 

 
   Land Use Board Attorney  Michael Selvaggi, Esq. 
 

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge 
Second: Council President Driscoll   
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

Mayor’s Appointments  
The Mayor recommended the following appointments for a 1-year term: 

   
  Tax Search Officer:   Patricia Simari 

   
    Assessment Search Officer:  Linda DeSantis 
 
    Clean Communities Coordinator: Paul Nelson 
 
    Recycling Coordinator:  Paul Nelson 
 
    Zoning Officer   Al Thompson 
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    Sussex County Water Quality Mgmt. Plan  
Policy Advisory  Committee (PAC):     Doug Zellman 

 
    Historian:    Virginia Rooney 
 
    Licensed Water Operator:  Andrew DuJack 
 
    Police Matron:    Valerie Kourtz 
 
    League of Municipalities Rep.: Mayor Arthur Ondish 
 
    Liaison to the Board of Education: Councilman Robert Sorge 
 
    Liaison to the Board of Health:  Councilman John Driscoll 
 
    Borough Pastor:   Pastor Roy Roderick 
  
    NJJIF Commissioner:   JoAnne Sendler 
      Alternate I:    Brian Kincaid 
 
    Public Safety Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson 
    Public Safety Coordinator  JoAnne Sendler 

Public Safety Coordinator:  Paul Nelson  
 Public Safety Clerk:   Patricia Simari 

Public Safety Clerk:   Terry Smith 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  JoAnne Sendler  
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Chief Richard Peterson  

Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Keith Licata 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Captain Richard Husni 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Chief Ken Smith 
    Deputy OEM Coordinator:  Patricia Simari 
    Secretary to OEM:   Diane Perillo 
    CDRS Representative by Mayor: Mary Johanna LoPonte 
    CDRS Alt. Rep. by Mayor:  James Garland 

 
Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

        Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

15. Council’s Appointment to CDRS (1-year term) 
Motion to nominate Brian Kincaid as Council’s Representative to 
CDRS:  Councilwoman Cerasoli 

       Second: Councilman Stone 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

        Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
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16. Council Committee Appointments  

The Mayor asked for confirmation of the following appointments to Chair the Council 
Committees for the Year 2007: 

    Finance      Chairman: Councilman Stone (Sorge, Driscoll)     
 
    Police         Chairman: Councilwoman Mulligan (Stone, Doran) 
 

Personnel & Public  
Relations:   Chairman:  Councilman Sorge (Stone, Doran) 
 

    Fire, Rescue  
& OEM       Chairman:  Councilwoman Cerasoli (Mulligan, Sorge)   

 
Parks &  
Recreation   Chairman:  Councilman Driscoll (Cerasoli, Mulligan) 

          
    DPW, Bldgs., Grounds & 

Utilities        Chairman:  Councilman Doran (Driscoll, Cerasoli)  
            

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Stone 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

17.  Fire Department Officers & Fire Official  
The Mayor recommended appointment of the following to the Fire Department as 
Officers for 2007 – 2008 (2-year term) 

 
    Fire Chief:  Ken Smith 
    Assistant Chief:  Marc Feinberg 
    Captain:  Steve Norman 
    Lieutenant:  Brian Heber 
    Engineer:  John Morsch 

 
Motion to Approve:  Councilman Stone 
Second: Councilman Doran 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

The Mayor recommended appointment of the following: 
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire and 
Safety, as the Fire Official for the Year 2007 (1-year term) 
 
Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran 
Second: Councilman Driscoll 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
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18.  Rescue Squad Officers for 2007 

The Mayor recommended appointment of the following to the Rescue Squad as Officers 
for the Year 2007: 

 
    Captain:  Richard Husni 

Assistant Captain:  Robert Smay 
1st Lieutenant:  Steven Szardenings 

 
Motion to Approve:  Councilman Stone 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

19.  Council’s Appointment to the Land Use Board  
 
Councilwoman Cerasoli:  I nominate John Driscoll as a Class III 
Member of the Land Use Board for the Year 2007. 
Second: Councilman Stone 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

20.  Land Use Board Members 
       The Mayor recommended the following appointments to the Land Use Board: 
   Class I member - Mayor Arthur Ondish (1 yr appt – exp: 12/31/07) 

Class II member – JoAnne Sendler, Borough Administrator (1 yr appt – 
exp: 12/31/07) 
Class IV member – Mary Johanna LoPonte (4 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/10) 
Class IV member – Jan Robert van den Hende (2 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/08) 
Class IV member – Melissa Fostle (4 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/10) 
Alternate #1 – Margarette Wilson (2 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/08) 
Alternate #2 – Raymond Simard (2 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/08) 
Alternate #3 – Leonard Loughridge (2 yr. appt – exp: 12/31/08) 
Alternate #4 – Tom Foley (2 yr. appt  - exp: 12/31/08) 

 
Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

The Mayor expressed his gratitude to the Land Use Board, stating that this was a tough 
year with a couple of controversial issues. 
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21.  Library Board of Trustees 

The Mayor recommended Councilman Robert Sorge as the Mayor’s Alternate to the 
Library Board of Trustees for the Year 2007. 
 

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Doran 
Second: Councilman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
  

Added Appointment – not listed on original Agenda: 
The Mayor recommended the following to the Library Board of Trustees:  Anna Travers 
(5 yr. appt. – expires 12/31/11). 
  

Motion to Approve:  Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Second: Councilman Sorge 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
  

22. Lake Hopatcong Commission  
The Mayor recommended appointment of the following to the Lake Hopatcong 
Commission: 

Borough Representative: Richard O’Connor (2 year appt - expires 
12/31/08) 
Borough Alternate Representative:  Robert Gruber (2 year appt - 
expires 12/31/08) 
  

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge 
Second: Councilman Doran 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 
23. Local Assistance Board  

The Mayor recommended appointment of the following to the Local Assistance Board: 
  

Father Desmond O’Connor (2 year term - expires 12/31/08) 
 Harry Martin (1 year term - expires 12/31/07) 
  

Motion to Approve:  Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Second: Council President Driscoll 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

24. Board of Health 
The Mayor recommended appointment of the following to the Board of Health: 
 

Linda Tuorinsky (3 year term, expires 12/31/09) 
Christopher W. Anderson (3 year term, expires 12/31/09) 
Anne Marie Westerfield (3 year term, expires 12/31/09) 
Patricia Simari, Secretary (1 year term, expires 12/31/07) 
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         Motion to Approve:  Councilman Stone 

Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office. 
 

25. Recreation Committee: 
The Mayor recommended the following appointments to the Recreation  
Committee and stated that the appointed members do not have to take an oath, but asked 
that they please stand to be recognized after confirmation of their appointments. 
 
   Joseph Newkirk, Chairman (2-year term, expires 12/31/07) 

Lisa Abline, Co-Chair  (2-year term, expires 12/31/07) 
Donna Blakely, Secretary (1-year term, expires 12/31/07) 
Erin McKenzie, Member (1-year term, expires 12/31/07) 
Bob Carney, Member (1-year term, expires 12/31/07) 
Joe Keltos, Alternate (1-year term, expires 12/31/07) 

 
Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

26. Advisory Council Appointments  
The Mayor stated that the Advisory Council appointed members do not have to take an 
oath, but asked that they please stand to be recognized after confirmation of their 
appointments.  Their appointments are for a 1-year term. 
 
The Mayor recommended the following appointments: 
 
   Dial-A-Ride Committee 
   Mayor Arthur Ondish 

Councilman Robert Sorge 
   Councilwoman Kerri Ann Mulligan 
   Diane Perillo 
 
   Civic Center Committee 
   Councilman William Doran 
   Councilwoman Kerri Ann Mulligan 
   Councilman Robert Sorge 

 
Mount Arlington Veteran’s Day Committee  
Councilman Robert Sorge 
Councilman William Doran 
Councilman John Driscoll 
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Technology Committee 

   Councilman John Driscoll 
   Councilman Robert Sorge 
   Chief Richard Peterson 
   Chief Ken Smith 
   Jim Garland 
   John Goldin 
   Frank Hughes 
 

Water & Sewer Committee 
   Mayor Arthur Ondish 
   Councilman John Driscoll 
   Councilman William Doran 

 Daren Phil & Andrew Holt, Suburban Consulting Engineering 
 JoAnne Sendler 

   Paul Nelson 
   Sandor Nyari 
   Layne Morris 
   Mary Johanna LoPonte 
   Carolyn Rinaldi, Recording Secretary 
   Councilman Robert Sorge - Alternate 
 

Neighborhood Watch Committee 
   Councilwoman Kerri Ann Mulligan, Chair 
   Det. Keith Licata, Chair 
   Lorraine Dzidual, CoChair 

Beth Ward 
   Frank Hughes 
   Tony Arellano 
   Harry Martin 
    

Traffic Safety Committee 
 Mayor Arthur Ondish 
 Councilwoman Maureen Cerasoli 
 Chief Richard Peterson 
 Captain Richard Husni 
 Chief Ken Smith  
 JoAnne Sendler 
 Paul Nelson 

Daren Phil 
 

Raritan Highlands Compact 
   Mayor Arthur Ondish 

Councilman John Driscoll 
JoAnne Sendler 
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Code Book Review Committee 

   Mayor Arthur Ondish 
   Councilwoman Maureen Cerasoli 

JoAnne Sendler 
Nancy Gage 
Linda DeSantis 

 
Building Committee 
Mayor Arthur Ondish 
Councilwoman Maureen Cerasoli 
Councilman William Doran 
JoAnne Sendler 
Daren Phil 
Paul Nelson 
Sandor Nyari 
Councilman Robert Sorge, Alternate 

 
Motion to Approve:  Council President Driscoll 
Second: Councilman Doran 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

The Mayor recommended reinstating the four 2006 appointments to the Domestic 
Violence Response Team for the year 2007.  These members are not named due to the 
confidential nature of this team. 
 

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Stone 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

27. Borough Employees 
The Mayor recommended the continued employment of all Borough Employees who 
were on the payroll on December 31, 2006, except for any employees whose services 
with the Borough may have been terminated at or on December 31, 2006. 
 

Motion to Approve:  Councilman Sorge 
Second: Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 

28.  Council Meeting Dates for 2007 
The Mayor stated that the Open Public Meetings Law, which is commonly referred to as 
the “Sunshine Law,” establishes the right of all citizens to have adequate advance notice 
of all public meetings and the right to attend meetings at which any business affecting the 
public is discussed or acted upon. 
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It also requires the official announcement during the first ten days of the New Year of all 
the official meeting dates.  The Council Meetings will commence at 7:00 pm. All 
Meetings will be held at the Municipal Building, 419 Howard Boulevard, Mount 
Arlington, New Jersey.   
 

We have scheduled the Council Meetings as follows: 
 
Saturday, January   6   Monday, July 9 
Monday, January 22      
       
Monday, February 12   Monday, August 13 
Monday, February 26      
 
Monday, March 12   Monday, September 10 
Monday, March 26   Monday, September 24 
 
Monday, April   9   Monday, October   8 
Monday, April 23   Monday, October 22 
 
Monday, May 7 – 10:00 a.m.  Monday, November 12 
Monday, May 21   Monday, November 26 
        
Monday, June 11   Monday, December 10 
Monday, June 25 
  

The Mayor stated that it will be useful to mention at this time that the law specifies nine 
exceptions to the requirement for admitting the public to meetings.  They are: 

(1) Matters ruled confidential by law. 
(2) Matters which would impair monies. 
(3) Matters constituting invasion of individual privacy. 
(4) Matters involving collective bargaining including negotiations. 
(5) Tactics and techniques involving protection, public safety and 

property and investigations of possible violations. 
(6) Matters involving acquisition of real property and investment 

of funds. 
(7) Litigation, contract negotiations, or matters involving attorney 

client relationship. 
(8) Personnel matters:  hiring, firing, discipline, etc. 
(9) Deliberations after public hearing that may result in civil 

penalty or loss of license or permit. 
 

29.  Open to the Public 
  None. 
 

30.  Resolutions 
The Mayor stated that the following resolutions have been referred to Members of the 
Borough Council for reading and study and are considered to be routine in nature and 
will be enacted by one motion of the Borough Council with no separate discussion.  If 
separate discussion is desired, the resolution may be removed and be subject to a separate 
roll call. 
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2007-01  Resolution Establishing the Rate of Interest on Delinquent Municipal 

Charges. 
2007-02      Resolution Authorizing Professional Services for the Borough of Mount    

Arlington for the Calendar Year 2007. 
2007-03 Resolution Re-Appointing Borough Administrator for Four Year Term. 
2007-04 Resolution Designating Official Newspapers of the Borough. 
2007-05 Resolution Authorizing the Official Depositories of the Borough. 
2007-06 Resolution Authorizing the Assistant Administrator Maintain a Petty Cash 

Fund. 
2007-07 Resolution Authorizing Signatures on Payroll and Other Checks. 
2007-08 Resolution Authorizing Municipal Attorney to Undertake Certain Actions 

on Behalf of the Borough on Recommendation of the Tax Assessor. 
2007-09 Resolution Appointing Rich Allocca, Wachovia Insurance Services, Inc., 

as the Borough’s Risk Management Consultant. 
2007-10 Resolution Establishing Holiday Schedule and Closure of Borough Hall 

Offices for Calendar Year 2007. 
2007-11 Resolution Designating Council Meeting Dates for the Year 2007. 
2007-12 Resolution Allowing Cancellation of Tax and Utility Overpayments or 

Delinquent Amounts Less than $10.00. 
2007-13 Resolution Appointing New Jersey Joint Insurance Fund Commissioner 

and Alternate I Member for the Borough of Mount Arlington. 
2007-14 Resolution To Review, Revise and Supplement the Rules and Regulations 

Providing for Police Department Promotion Opportunities. 
2007-15 Resolution Appointing the Local Emergency Planning Council. 
2007-16 Resolution Authorizing a Tax Sale to Be Held in the Year 2007. 
2007-17 Resolution Waiving the Food & Drink Licensing Fees for the Recreation 

Committee Concession Stand for 2007. 
2007-18 Resolution Adopting a Form Required To Be Used for the Filing of 

Notices of Tort Claims Against the Borough of Mount Arlington. 
2007-19 Resolution Authorizing Creation of Community Emergency Response 

Team. 
2007-20 Resolution Supporting the Lake Hopatcong Commission. 
2007-21 Resolution Supporting and Participating in the Volunteer Tuition Credit 

Program (P.L. 1998, C. 145). 
2007-22 Resolution Authorizing Execution of an Animal Control Contract. 
2007-23 Resolution Authorizing Temporary Appropriations for Operating 

Purposes. 
 
 

Motion to Approve:  Councilwoman Cerasoli 
Second: Councilman Sorge 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
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 31. Adjourn 
 

Motion to Adjourn:  Councilman Doran 
Second: Councilman Sorge 
Roll Call:  Doran, Sorge, Cerasoli, Council President Driscoll, Stone. 

         Motion Approved. 
 
 
 
 
 ________________________________ 
 Linda DeSantis, R.M.C. 
 Borough Clerk 

 
 

 
      Minutes Approved at Council Meeting on February 12, 2007. 
 

 




